MINI-MEMOS: 


President Rolf K. McPherson spent 10 days 
in the Northwest District during which time he 
spoke at the district’s convention in Spokane, 
Wn., and dedicated new churches in Spokane 
Valley, Wn.; Hillsboro and Gresham, Or.; and 
the new Roy H. Mourer Memorial Chapel at 
Camp Crestview .. . On the sixth anniversary 
of their founding the Newbury Park, Ca. 
church dedicated its new sanctuary and par- 
sonage buildings. 

Dr. Clate A. Risley, 58, past director of the 
National Sunday School Association for 12 
years, died October 11, victim of a fatal 
shooting. Mr. Risley was founder and presi- 
dent for World Wide Christian Education 
Ministries at the time of his death ... Dr. 
Clyde W. Taylor, statesman and tireless 
crusader for evangelicals the world over, will 
retire at the end of this year. Dr. Billy Graham 
expressed, ‘’The life of Clyde Taylor is not a 
volume, it’s a whole set of books filled with ac- 
complishments that have advanced the cause of 
Christ throughout the world.” 

Vice President Howard P. Courtney recently 
completed a 10-week itinerary which took he 
and Mrs. Courtney to conventions in the 
Western, Midwest, South Central and Great 
Lakes districts. and to the Pentecostal 
Fellowship of North America. 

Major building projects are now underway 
in Escondido, Ca., where six buildings on four- 
teen acres are nearing completion . . . Florence 
Avenue, Ca., where the fourth major unit is 
being added to their complex of buildings ... 
Christian Assembly Foursquare Church, Eagle 
Rock, Ca., with work well underway on their 
sanctuary — educational unit, and in Portland, 


Or., where a new church sanctuary is being 
started. 


The Department of Youth and Christian 


Education and the International Center for 


Learning are co-sponsoring an ICL Seminar for — 
Foursquare Churches to be held at LIFE Bible ~ 
College February 13-15, 1975, just prior to the - 

International Foursquare Convention. — 


Registrations are now being received for this 
seminar . 


LIFE Bible College was invited by Herb 


Ellingwood, legal advisor to Governor Reagan, ~ 


to speak to California State employees at a 
November luncheon and evening rally in 
Sacramento, 

Your next issue of the ADVANCE will 
arrive late in January, as the January-February 
edition is 1 of the 2 combined issues each year. 


Correction: Last month’s ADVANCE stated 
Rev. and Mrs. L.T. Charter have ministered for 


24 years in the Great Lakes District. The 
Charters have been in that district for 33 years. - 


Subscribe today 
WORLD PENTECOST 
Official magazine of the World Pentecostal 
Conference, this periodical carries complete 
and up-to-date news of what God is doing 
among and through the Pentecostal believers 
around the world. 
1 year — $5.00 
3 years — 12.00 
Magazines are sent post free; fees payable in 
advance. Address all correspondence to: The 
Editor, Rev. P.S. Brewster, The City Temple, 
CARDIFF, Wales, Great Britain. 


Cover children are Carl and Kelley Moore, 
who with their parents Rev. and Mrs. Ralph 
Moore live in Manhattan Beach, Ca. 
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BEFRIEMDED: 


“Am I important to anyone?” 

Foursquare Chaplain Joseph Marchbanks 
states, ‘“Soon after entering the military every 
person is faced with this deep inner question. 
The way he answers this soon determines the 
direction his life will take. 

“When a Christian young person becomes 
convinced that ‘I am not important to others,’ 


the next logical step is to conclude, ‘I am not 


important to God.’ The resultant spiritual and 
behavioral changes are predictable — the feel- 
ing of rejection by all people who were impor- 
tant to him, including his Christian friends at 
home.” 

Who is important to you? 

Persons in military service, or others away 


from home for college, work, or any other 


reason, need to know they are not forgotten — 
that they are important to someone. 

A burden to see Christian youth stand firm 
in their commitment while they are away from 
their church and family has prompted Inter- 
national Department of Youth personnel to in- 
itiate the Youth Away From Home program. 
Subscribers — many of them churches — are 


assisted in providing good Christian literature 


to anyone they indicate. These books, sent 
quarterly in the name of the subscriber, say, 
“You are important to me.” 

Mr. Marchbanks observes, ‘The strongest 
Christians in the Army and the best supporters 
of the Chapel program are those who are per- 
sonally remembered by friends in their home 
church.” 

Parents or friends with youth away from 
home who are not contacted by their local 
church, are encouraged to become subscribers 
as well, to assure Christian youth are 
remembered. 

“Do not limit your contacts to born-again 
Christians,” Chaplain Marchbanks suggests. 
“The stress of the military often opens the man 
or woman to the Gospel. Your contact may in- 
itiate a contact which could lead this person to 
the Lord Jesus.” 

This month YAH subscribers will send the 
intriguing paperback ‘‘How Great Christians 
Met Christ” to scores of youth away from their 
families. Those interested in having this book 
sent to other youth are invited to send the name 
and address of those persons to be contacted to 
YAH, Department of Youth and Christian 
Education, 1100 Glendale Blvd., Los Angeles, 


' Ca. 90026. Cost for each book sent (including 


book, mailing and handling), $1.00. Books will 
be sent in the name of the church or individual 
indicated. 


IMPACT: 


Spend 3 weeks in Latin America with other 
dedicated Christians. This opportunity awaits 
active Foursquare youth in the summer of ’75. 

MIT — Missions Impact Team — 
applications for 1975 are being received now. 
Should you consider applying? 

All active Foursquare Church youth who are 
at least 17 years of age may apply. Team ac- 
tivities include assisting missionaries in 
ministry through a variety of ways, as well as 
visiting natural and historical points in each 
country. 

West coast departing teams will visit 
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. Teams 
departing from Miami will minister in Panama, 
Colombia and Venezuela. 

Dates for the 1975 MIT ministry are June 23 
through July 13. For a summer of ministry join 
MIT. 

Applications may be secured by writing, 
Missions Impact Teams, 1100 Glendale Blvd., 
Los Angeles, Ca., 90026. 


HeiStINS 


bes r 


ho ee i atts 
CHRISTMAS, an American annual of Christ- 
mas literature and art, Augsburg, $2.50 paper 
gift edition in envelope; $4.50 deluxe cloth edi- 
tion. 

This 44th edition of Christmas captures the 
sparkle and reverence of the season with a 
blend of pleasant family reading, art reproduc- 
tions, nostalgia, seasonal poetry and music, 
and Scripture. 

An ideal gift for friends, business acquain- 
tances, church associates and families, hospital 
patients, senior citizens, service persons, 
anyone who would enjoy being remembered 
with an especially meaningful gift. 

May be ordered from Foursquare 
Publications. Add 10% for postage and handl- 
ing. 


“Ceétebrate!’’ 

“Sing ‘Hallelujah.’ Clap your hands and re- 
joice. This is a celebration.” 

With this participation of her guests in 
worship and praise to God, the bride makes her 
way down the aisle, and the wedding celebra- 
tion has begun. 

The minister encourages all to experience, 
not just observe, this celebration, as the 
church, this local body of believers, has come 
together to give this woman to be married to 
this man. They are excited about seeing God's 
will happen, and participate in it. 

Praise is expressed as all join in to “Clap 
your hands, oh, ye people.” 

In his counsel to the couple, the minister 
reminds them: “It is obvious to us that you 
love one another, that you are happy and that 
makes us happy. But that is not, nor should it 
ever be, the basis for your marriage. 

“IT do not ask you if you love this woman, 
though I am sure you do, and I do not ask you 
if you love this man, though it is obvious that 
you do. The question is, and the foundation for 
your oneness is: Is it the will of God that you 
be one?” 

This principle concerning God’s will as a 
© foundation for the Christian marriage has been 
and continues to be a major area of emphasis 
_ by Pastor Roy Hicks, Jr., Eugene, Oregon. 
During the sessions in pre-marital counsel- 
_ ing and in the ceremony, Pastor Hicks focuses 
not on the cultural and social standard of 
‘love’ as the basis for marriage, but, “Is it 


% " God’s will?’ 


i 


Recently, to illustrate this point, he shared 
° with a couple: “If I had asked Adam, ‘Do you 
love Eve?’, I’m sure he would have laughed at 
: me. For you see, who else was there to love? 
And for you, who else is there to love? God has 
prepared one woman for you and this is she. 
And so I do not ask you if you love her. The 
question is, ‘Do you know beyond a shadow of 
a doubt that God has surely created this 
woman for you?’ And, ‘Do you know that God 
has surely designed your relationship and has 

| brought you to this man?’ ” 

Participation of the parents is also en- 
couraged during this celebration. As a 
widowed mother recently saw her daughter 
married she responded, “This church has been 
the covering for my daughter and for me. We 
have been very comfortable in this, and I am 
very thankful that she has had a ‘father and 
brother’ here. Now, as a representative of the 


WEDDINGs: 


body of our Lord Jesus, I give my daughter to 
be married.” 

“I raised my son knowing that he would be 
married,’’ one father rejoiced. ‘I am pleased to 
see the woman God has chosen for him, and I 
feel like I am participating in this part of my 
son’s life, too, and not just observing it.” 

Pastor Hick’s charge to the parents is a 
reminder that they have not given away a child, 
but rather, have received a new responsibility. 
“Any counsel, advice, blessing, now goes to 
them equally, and not just to your natural 


child.” 


When the rings are presented the bride and 
groom share their hearts with each other. Their 
joy often bursts forth in laughter, a praise their 
guests also participate in. With their pledge to 
each other to assume the responsibility for 
their marriage and to hear what the Holy Spirit 
says, they are led to participate in communion. 

As each groom breaks the cracker and gives 
it to his bride, often he is reminded, ‘’That’s 
how easily your marriage can be broken,” and 
they are led in prayer. 

During the minister's prayer with the 
couple, he may ask those guests who are seated 


with their mates to join hands. During their 
pre-marital counseling, and in their wedding 
plans couples are encouraged to expand their 
thinking and prayers to allow their wedding 
celebration to be a time when guests can ex- 
perience salvation and healing for their own 
marriages. Guests are admonished, ‘’This 
couple has prayed for you, asking that any un- 
healthy areas of your marriage may be healed. 
As you participate with them in this prayer a 
new wholeness can come to your lives, and you 
can receive this blessing with them.” 

The celebration continues as the bride and 
groom are presented to the congregation, 
which is asked to sing together with them, ‘We 
are one in the bond of love.” 

For the newly married Christian couple the 
solid assurance that God actually ‘‘willed their 
union into existence’ serves as the most 
powerful adhesive possible. 

One wife said, ‘After being married a short 
time, the realization of how different we were 
hit me. My first response was, ‘Wow, did I 
make the right decision in marrying him?’ At 


that moment the Lord reminded me of His jemi 


never changing will, and I was able to rest in 
God, knowing He would show me how to be 
adaptable in our marriage. 

“This has proven true for us over and over, 
and will continue to remain a foundational 
truth in our relationship.” 

A husband of 8 months shared this ex- 
perience about another area of conflict in the 
Christian marriage. ‘When trials come in our 
marriage, my wife and J are learning to rely on 
the fact that we do not have to heal our 
relationship and personal areas of weakness. 
By even speculating about possible solutions 
we fall into making decisions according to our 
feelings. Now we can look to a person, Jesus 
Christ, as the Savior of our marriage.” 

Pastor Hicks feels, ‘‘Christian couples, 
entering into Christian marriage, should 
recognize that just as the marriage relationship 
can be totally involved with Jesus, so can the 
wedding ceremony. God has designed Chris- 
tian marriage to illustrate the spiritual union of 
Jesus-Christ and His bride, the church. When 
this thought is allowed, the Christian wedding 
ceremony takes on special meaning. 

“God's will is the basis for the Christian 
wedding, and He can also be the controller in 
creating a true wedding celebration.”’ 


2. one hour Billy was to die in the electric 
chair. 

“Mommy” Robertson stood with Billy and 
two other prisoners in his cell. Billy cried as he 
remembered his meeting with Missionary Olga 
Robertson and the other Christians in the New 
Bilibid Prison in Muntinlupa, not far from 
Manila, Philippines. 

Billy had killed his aunt and uncle and as a 
result had been sentenced to die. There had 
been a delay of four months from the 
September, 1973, scheduled execution — time 
enough for Billy to receive further understan- 
ding of God’s love, and time for him to lead 
these two others to the Lord. 

The guards came, and as Billy sat in the 
chair, he began to quote Psalm 23: “The Lord is 
my shepherd, I shall not want .. .’"He praised 
the Lord for the privitege of knowing Him, and 
for the awareness that He had prepared a place 
for him in heaven. He prayed, thanking God 
again for His love, and that soon he would see 
Jesus face to face. In a brief moment, he was 
with Jesus. 


Olga Robertson was born in the Philippines, 
to Lebanese parents. Olga’s father’s business 
took the family to Lebanon, and later to Hong 
Kong and Singapore before they settled in the 
Philippines. Family resources allowed for the 
finest education. 

Then came World War II. Being Lebanese 
and under the Free French, this family was not 
put into camps. While allowed their freedom, 
this freedom meant hiding and living in cons- 
tant danger. Those years brought much 
hardship and heartache. The family business 
and home were lost. 

Liberation finally came with the American 
soldiers, and Olga began working for the US 


Armed Forces, where she met and married a _ 
G.I. But, hardships continued, for within a 
year Olga found herself alone with twin | 


daughters, and again living with her parents in 
Manila. 

One day as she returned from work, she 
noted an American couple putting up a sign in 
their window. It read, “Your Friendly Fours- 
quare Church.” Since this couple lived next 
door, Olga went to greet them. Rev. and Mrs. 
Everett Dennison, Foursquare Missionaries, 
invited her to the first Bible study. As she 
heard the missionary read Scriptures which 
rehearsed man’s sin and his needs, Olga 
responded to this teaching and the Spirit’s con- 
viction. 

Remembering a Bible’ she had been given 
several years before, Olga began trying to 
satisfy her deepening hunger for the Word. 
Later she enrolled in the Bible Institute, and 
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graduated in 1956. 

With her two small daughters, Olga returned 
to Cavite City, near Manila, where she had 
lived for a short time when her children were 
born. God led her to open a reading center to 
reach students. Hundreds of youth began 
attending, and many were saved. Then came a 
very strange turn of events. 

A missionary friend wrote to Olga, giving 
her the names of 30 men, now living in the 
Bilibid Prison near her, but who had accepted 
Christ as Savior in the Davao Penal Colony in 
the south. 


This letter went on to ask her to visit the 
prison and gather these men for a brief Bible 
study. Olga and several youth presented the 
names of the prisoners to the superintendent 


and were given entrance into the institution. 


From this first meeting, held in a barber 
shop, a growing ministry came, and soon Olga 
faced the decision either to move from Cavite 
to be nearer the prison, or to consider turning 
over this work to others. 

About this time the prison experienced 
bloody riots. As a result nearly 100 men were 
locked up in great stockades in the field, and 
kept under maximum security. Considered by 
officials as incorrigible, they were allowed few, 
if any, visitors. 

Olga felt impressed to prove her call to the 
prison ministry. She prayed, ‘Lord, I am going 
to request a permit to visit these notorious men. 
If the permit is granted (an unthinkable thing, 
especially for a woman) then I will know you 
are leading me to give full time to the prison 
work.” 


| The permit came. Entering the stockade by 
- crawling through a small door on her hands 
and knees, Olga was the first woman ever to 
visit there. God began changing lives. After 9 
months of ministering to these men, they were 
‘brought back into the regular quarters, and 
many were baptized in water. Olga Robertson's 
prison ministry was launched. 

Services and classes were held in dormitories 
and in a chapel on the grounds. When no room 
was available, the service was conducted in the 
open field. Prisoners began to fast and pray 
about a church. Permission was granted to con- 
struct a building. 

From the little money they had, the prisoners 
gave. By faith they accepted the first truck load 
of cement and lumber. God began to provide 
more. Funds were earned by the sale of hand- 
crafts which the prisoners produced. 
Missionary monies were also sent, and in 1967 
the Foursquare Church was completed. 

God visited this church with an outpouring 
of His Spirit which sparked revival. Evidence 


of the deep work of the Word and the Spirit 
continues to manifest itself in the lives of not 
just Billy, but in the other ‘Crusaders for 
Christ,” as the prison Christians are known. 

Jesus Avendano is one of these Crusaders. 
Jesus first came into Muntinlupa in 1962 for 
robbery. He returned in 1968 for two counts of 
murder, a feat which made him “‘eligible’’ to 
become the over-all gang leader of the Sput- 
niks. 

Wearied by the planning and executing of 
riots, during which he saw men going deeper 
into sin, Jesus joined other groups. But, they 
did not keep him out of the riots and criminal 
practices, or bring him peace of mind. 

On Jesus’ birthday Olga Robertson and a 
small group of Christians came to his dor- 
mitory to sing ‘“Happy Birthday.’’ Bewildered 
by their concern, and surprised at their sincere 
interest and love, Jesus questions, ‘Could I 
learn to love people like they do’’? 

Jesus’ commitment to Christ came in spite of 
the fear of ridicule. Some prisoners stared in 
disbelief as he responded to the altar call; 
believers embraced him. 

Sentenced for robbery in 1971, Salvador 
entered the prison at age 19. The next year he 
was healed of tuberculosis, and now teaches 
Bible classes among adults and newcomers at 
the rehabilitation center just outside the prison 
walls, a part of the special outreach allowed 
each week by prison officials. 

Joel was studying to be a lawyer when he 
was attracted to a counterfeit syndicate, 
caught, and sentenced to 4 to 11 years in Mun- 
tinlupa. One Sunday as he passed the church, 
he was drawn by the music. For fear of being 
laughed at he refused to enter. 

Unable to further resist the music, however, 
he slipped into the back of the church, and 
then to the altar. His ministry as a teacher in 
the Medium Camp near the prison is a prelude, 
he feels, to his eventual ambition to attend 
Bible school and become a preacher. 

The fruitful ministry of Olga Robertson ex- 
tends beyond the prison. This church helps 
support a “missionary,” an ex-convict who has 
led many to the Lord. Other former prisoners 
have returned to their towns to become active 
in a church, or to even begin churches. 

When the prison riots of 1970 came, Olga 
Robertson was on furlough. When she 
returned, the church was full. The superinten- 
dent greeted her that day, “Sister Olga, you 
have stayed away too long. We would not have 
had these riots if you had come back earlier.” 

In retrospect Olga remembers, “I felt I 
wanted to serve the Lord. I asked Him to lead 
me to souls. I knew there was someone out 
there waiting to receive Jesus.”’ 


olly and window lights, and tinsel and fun, 

All tell us now that Christmas has come. 

Children in costumes, with parts in a play 

Help us to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 

Christmas is the most intimate of holidays. 
Families gather to share cherished traditions, 
and celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Savior. 

- Christmas is a happy, joyful time for renew- 
ing love, establishing customs, and rejoicing 
over God’s good Gift. 

Many families have traditions which are 
handed from one generation to another. Young 
families are establishing their customs which 
will be carried on. And in the Christian Christ- 
mas God receives special honor, and this adds 
strength and hope. 

How do Christian families celebrate Christ- 
mas? Some of our readers have shared with us 
their traditions. 

The Wells family began a tradition which 
now reaches into the second generation. Every 
year Mother Wells made a special tree orna- 
ment for each child. The new ornaments were 
hung on the tree with the previous ones. As 
each child married and established his own 
home, his ornaments, and all the memories that 
they incurred, went with him, gracing that new 
home. 

In Ohio, the Clifton Hoffman family sings 
“Happy Birthday, dear Jesus’’ before they cut 
the birthday cake made especially for Him. 

Collegians at Mt. Vernon Bible College, un- 
able to return to their own families for the 


for as pany: as can come, fi 

during the evening. UN Sts 
If the day is snow white, toboggoning 

be a part of the festivity. 
Christmas Festival Week pr 


Christmas Musitar for the commun 
Christmas Sunday. “n 

The Cadonau family in Portland: 
discovered a way to share its joy of: 
Christmastime. Each year this family ¢ 
“Story Book Lane” and invites the who 
munity. 

The animals from their dairy bring “li 2 
the “Three Little Pigs,” ‘Billy Goat Gr 
and many other children’s stories. \ 
wander past the gingerbread house, 
through the story scenes to the little 
church from which comes strains of 
Night.” 

Christian youth use music, dae cost j 
and lights to present the Christmas ra 5 
all visitors. 

While stationed in the Army in 
the Marchbanks family adopted two: C] 
customs native to that Europeon < area. 

December 6 is St. Nicholas Day wl 
children put their shoes outside the doo 
Nicholas can leave candies and present 
Advent Wreath is the second contir 
custom for this family. As Christmas near! 


th its candles is set up. Each day a 
ed, the Scriptures are read, and 
‘cchbanks pause for a special 


nily gathering includes three 
d much fun. Last year’s gift ex- 
ed around gifts hand made by the 
among these were the cassette 
an made for his dad, and the hand- 
| mirror Rhonda shaped for her 


amily settles for Christmas dinner 
Bird always reads the Christmas story 
e 2, and then all join hands for prayer. 
r Bird’s traditional fudge and 
salad top off the meal. 


rosarium to share the Christmas story 
ts of foods, candies, and personal 


Christian family, because of unfore- 
ses, found itself unable to exchange 


ehold celebration. Instead, they dis- 
mething which meant much more 
ey h jotted a note to other family 

ag how thankful they were for 
f them. These continue to be the most 
““gifts’’ as Christmas approaches this 


will do on December 25 what they do on 

ther 25th of the month during the year 
e electric bill. But, as a Christian 
n Oriental country, on that day they 


also will do something special. 

The two small Meyers, Dan and Joey, are 
learning the meaning of the nativity scene from 
the small ceramic figures their mother brought 
from Guatemala where she was a missionary 
assist several years ago. And friends will share 
in fellowship and worship around their hearth. 

When in the Philippines the Starr family 
hangs the typical Filipino star-shaped lantern 
of colorful crepe paper outside their house 
until January 6, Three Kings Day. 

Filipino families attend church late on 
Christmas eve and then gather in their homes 
for a midnight dinner. The missionaries are 
often invited to join with a family, and after 
dinner they return home to open their gifts and 
celebrate. 

Philippine manger scenes substitute a 
carabao — the Filipino water buffalo — for the 
donkey. Fireworks are also very much a part of 
Christmas celebrations in this hot, tropical 


land. 


And how does an editor whose family is 
several hundred miles away celebrate Christ- 
mas? Christian friends who visit during this 
season are encouraged to take a cookie from the 
cookie tree and find in it a Scriptural promise 
which can be claimed. 

The carved manger scene, part of the decore, 
is inviting to little people who like to rearrange 
the figures — retelling many times the Christ- 
mas story of the birth of our Savior. 

And, to all readers, the ADVANCE editor 
and staff wish a warm and very Christ- 
centered Christmas. 


“Tt is impossible!” 

Those words were all the Moline Gospel 
ladies needed. Normally, the cutting of leaded 
glass to produce stained glass windows is no 
job for the amateurs, but these ladies deter- 
mined to contribute their part to the building of 
the new Christian Life Center in Moline, 
Illinois, and were driven to discover how this 
ancient art could be mastered. 

They secured the services of a craftsman in 
their area to teach them, but he lasted merely 
an hour, deciding there was little point in in- 
structing this group of housewives. So the 
ladies prayed, and with the help of a few men 
who designed a jig and patterns to make the 
glass cutting more accurate, and who taught 
them to solder, they were on their way. 

Pastor Hollis didn’t underestimate the ability 
or the determination of the church ladies when 
they undertook the leaded glass windows. In 
fact, next to the carefully kept record of how 
many windows were completed — etched on 
the wall of the old house which became known 
as the ‘Glass Factory’ and which later was 
demolished — was his pledge to make the last 
window. 

‘Even after we had secured the guidance of 
the best man in our area to teach our ladies how 
to make the windows, which would add beauty 
to our new facilities,’’ Pastor Hollis admits, “it 
took a miracle. 

‘‘A miracle is something produced by super- 
natural means; an act of God,’ continues 
Pastor Hollis. “This definition fits our ex- 
perience. 

“It was as if the Lord fairly thrust us into 
this thing. We were using every available space 
and it just wasn’t enough. God kept sending us 
more and more people, and they stayed. Then 
God began to perform one miracle after 
another to confirm His direction. 

‘We had tried to purchase property around 
the church, but apparently it was not God's 
time. Then when all was right, He moved upon 
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the hearts of city officials to give us the alley 
property so our building could be one con- 
tinual unit. Shortly after, highway repairs 
freed lands which we had been unable to 
purchase previously. The experiences which 
followed make one continual story of unity, 
fellowship and sacrificial giving on the part of 
our people. 

“When Solomon built the Temple in 
Jerusalem at God’s direction, and furnished it, 
the glory of the Lord filled the Lord’s house. 
God then declared that He had chosen and 
sanctified His house, that my name may be 
there forever; and mine eyes and mine heart 
shall be there perpetually.’ That was our prayer 
and direction from the beginning of this 
building project.” 

Back in 1953 the Lord sent Jack Schwabe to 


’ Moline Gospel Temple. For these years he has 


served as the head maintenance man. He 


became the chief foreman for this new four- 
story, 43,000 square foot addition. And he is 
representative of the hundreds of others who 
gave themselves to work together. 

“As various skills were needed, God, in 
answer to prayer, supernaturally provided 
them,” Rev. Hollis reviews. ‘“Two young men, 
capable of climbing around to erect the struc- 
tural steel, came to Christ at that time. One of 
them, just back from Viet Nam, gave us several 
months of free labor in thanks to God for spar- 
ing his life in the war, and saving his soul. 

“A crane operator came to us just when he 
was needed, and the Lord supplied a crane 
which was left there for our use. The excava- 
tion and bull-dozer work was donated by 
another member. 

“And what a miracle when a member 
provided all the concrete work as a gift to God. 
To Him be the glory! 

“When it was time for the plumbers to work, 
men with these skills moved back into this area 
and to the church just in time to handle our job 


and to give themselves to this. 

“Add to these skills our other men who 
worked full time forming the ‘crew’ of 
carpenters, bricklayers and cabinet makers, to 
say nothing of our business members who cut 
their business profits to sell us materials at 
great savings. Everyone gave what he had to 
give to see the work progress. 

“Our retired men came every day. One 
painted, another carried bricks; others glazed 
windows, looked after supplies, and cleaned up 
the grounds. 

“The youth were enlisted for the Saturday 
crew, and they really worked. The women — 
everyday, for nearly two years — served not 
just the coffee break refreshments, but evening 
meals. The warmth of fellowship created as 
each worked together grew at these mealtimes, 
and the spirit of unity which was generated 
among the workers was just part of the bless- 
ing this hard work has been to all of us. 

“The finances have been another miracle. 
How do you start with $200,000, spend over 
$900,000, and end up with a building valued at 
about $1.5 million with no major indebtedness? 
It’s a miracle! And we believe God is going to 
complete this miracle before the end of the year 
by providing the $75,000 still needed.” 

Reflecting on the unswerving determination 
of the ‘‘glass-window” crew, Pastor Hollis 
says, ‘It was by trial and error, by sheer faith 
in God and persistence that the women com- 
pleted those windows. And that’s really the 
story of our whole building. Working with 
their hands and giving of their means, this 
‘labor of love’ was motivated by a vision to 
place Jesus Christ and His saving power with 
the 400,000 people in our quint-city area. 

“Buildings can be miracles of God, but in 
reality, this miracle is only a means God has 
used to.reaffirm our love and dedication to Him 
and His work, and to even greater miracles — 
the salvation of souls.’”’ 


Let’s begin with 
Asia. What is 
happening there? 


The history of Christian missions in Asia 
has too often been characterized by domination 
by foreign funds and leadership. We have felt 
the need to turn this plan to allow development 
of strong national leaders and a self-supporting 
field. In the years we have ministered here, 
God has allowed this to at least begin to 
happen. 

Japan, for example, does not have a resident 
missionary. But, the fine national leadership 
there is assuming the lead. The results are that 
in the past few months scores have been saved. 
This nation is on the verge of revival. 

Korea, too. While we do have missionary 
personnel stationed here, the Korean leaders 
have just opened the fourth church. The Bible 
school enrollment is the largest ever. 

Our Hong Kong ministry has been primarily 
in the school program. Thousands of children 
have been trained. Now, too, there is a new 
emphasis upon outreach and evangelism. The 
results are a new sense of the urgency to reach 
this tiny colony, as well as to break the bamboo 
barrier into Red China. 

The Foursquare Church in the Philippines, a 
strong national church, already partially sup- 
ports a missionary in Japan, and is laying plans 
to reach other neighboring nations. 

Lebanon, also a part of Asia, is realizing an 
influence into other Arab countries. Their 
camp this year had representatives from Syria, 
Jordan and Egypt, and several from these 
nations returned home filled and fired with the 
Spirit. 

Asia’s millions exist largely from their rice 
paddies. This harvest each year sustains them; 
it’s a life and death situation. 

The Christian is also impressed that these 
millions are ready for spiritual harvest. And, 
that’s a life and death situation, too. 
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As Africa stirs, 
what about 
Foursquare 

missions there? 


Africa’s most valuable resource is not its oil. 
Its 337.2 million people are ‘precious in His 
sight.” They are the object of our efforts. 

South African Foursquare missions is ready- 
ing itself for new outreaches in major cities, as 
well as furthering its ministry in the Transkei. 

Nigeria this year began a new work in 
Ghana, by sending national pastors there to es- 
tablish a church. 

Interesting in the Dahomey work was the 
report of the Iwingin church which was burned 
by unbelievers in that village when “‘too many” 
there had been converted. Undaunted, the 
Christians rebuilt their church, and within a 
few months God had increased the believers to 
include almost the entire village. 


Foursquare 
missions has a new 
base in Europe, 
doesn’t it? 


Yes, Spain. We have received word from 
Madrid that our missionaries have begun 
evangelistic follow-up on contacts which have 
come to them already in the brief months they 
have been there. 

As for Greece, there public worship is not 
allowed. Our “‘itinerate’’ missionary conducts 
home meetings in scores of villages. 

In one of these meetings a man jumped to his 
feet exclaiming, “I’m free! I’m free! I know 
Jesus has set me free from my sins.”’ God really 
is honoring His Word in these meetings. 


Has New Guinea’s 
independence 
made any 
difference to our 
missionaries there? 


Independence for New Guinea has opened 
this nation to outside influences it has not 
known before. And, more and more, these 
people are leading their own nation. Several 
young men who have been educated in our 
schools there have already entered into 
business and political positions in their villages 
and surrounding townships. During our last 
visit, we talked with an outstanding Christian 
who was a bank manager, a position usually 
not held by an indigenous person. At that time, 
also, a man who was touched by our church 
had been elected as a representative to his local 
governing council. God may well be preparing 
other young people in our schools there to 
assume major leadership roles in their nation. 

Australia is enlarging its Bible school 
facilities, a step to accommodate the growing 
number of youth training for ministry. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS: 


Advance talks with 
Dr. Leland Edwards 


’ Generally, what is 


the climate of 
*South American 
missions? 


South America is rich in natural resources, 
but poor in worldly goods, and starved for 


_ spiritual life. God seems to have given us a 


special spot in reaching that continent for Him. 

Revival in Argentina is pressing its northern 
border towards Bolivia. Chile, recovering from 
political upheaval, is open to the gospel. 

Bible college enrollments in Ecuador and 
Venezuela are at an all-time high, so workers 
are in training for new outreaches there. Boli- 
vian ministry is characterized by the deepening 
spiritual experience in national leaders, which 
cannot help but bring about new depth in 
churches and new outreach. 

Brazil, while a well-established church, has 
not let up on its evangelism efforts. The revival 
there is still fired, and the undergirding of a 
growing Bible college program and strong 
national leadership makes possible further out- 
reach. 

We have sent new missionaries this year into 
Ecuador, Venezuela, and to the language school 
in Costa Rica. 

Believing that “signs follow those that 
believe,” the church in Colombia continues to 
experience miracles of salvation and healing. 


‘We recently received a report of little David 


who had cancer of the bone. When the mis- 
sionary was asked to pray for him, he enlisted 
the prayers of Alvaro, age 9. He prayed, ‘Lord, 
you have healed me and you have no favorites. 


~ Now will you please get to work on him. I will 
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be waiting impatiently for you to finish.” A 
novel prayer, yes, but full of faith — and God 
did respond! 


And Central ee 5 
America? ES ee 


TEE — Theological Education by Extension 
— programs have seen tremendous results here. 
Costa Rica especially has been able to establish 
Bible learning centers outside the capital city, 
and as a result is able to train many more 
workers. 

Radio is another increasing ministry there 
which allows sound Bible teaching to reach 
believers as well as the unsaved. 

We are also seeing an increase in children’s 
ministries in these countries. For example, 
Guatemalan children, in one concentrated ef- 
fort, distributed over 5,500 gospel tracts, and 
witnessed in plazas and parks. That’s good 
training for them, and of course gives them an 
outlet for ministry. 

Honduras and Nicaragua have experienced 
natural disasters this past year, but Christians 
there have used these as opportunities for 
evangelism. They have begun home meetings 
and gathered congregations wherever they 
have fled. 

As we're talking about Central America 
maybe we should spread our thinking a little 
broader to consider neighboring countries. 
Panama has as its goal to reach every village 
and city of their country within the next five 
years. 

Mexico has set goals to train more workers, 
and has, therefore, begun extension classes 
from their Bible college, as well as developed a 
camp site that can be used for training. 

In the West Indies, Puerto Rico has ex- 
panded its radio ministry. And, Jamaica is 
beginning to realize fulfillment of its strategy 
to dot that island with churches. They es- 
tablished several this year. 

And, what about 
1975? 

As the Lord tarries, we are determined to 
reach further into untouched areas. We see 
many countries carefully planning to allow the 
maximum results by wisely using all of their 
resources. With much prayer they are charting 
a course. 

We believe such planning is vital. There are 
3.8 billion persons in the world. Current world 
crises and confusion points up the need to 
reach them as quickly as possible. That’s our 
goal! 
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The congregation in Santa Maria was not 
much different than most other churches. In- 
dividual members and friends had fallen into 
the snare of having “‘their’’ possessions. As a 
result, financial problems existed individually 
and collectively. The focus of the church body 
was upon gathering a harvest without sowing 
any seed. In trying to secure themselves, in- 
stability abounded, and the result was a cons- 
tant deficit with little being done for world out- 
reach. 

It seemed the best way to overcome this dif- 
ficulty was to give above our ability, and allow 
God to multiply the seed sown — a principle 
the agriculturists in our valley followed every- 
day. 

Faith promise giving for world evangeliza- 
tion became the method the elders selected as 
our ‘‘seeding’”’ technique. 

As the Spirit of God taught people the 
adventure of the faith promise, others were 
caught in the exciting experience of giving and 
seeing God supply — not according to the 
needs, but according to His riches. 

After 2 exciting years of testing this 
seedtime-harvestime principle, God used a 
natural disaster in another country to further 
teach that all belonged to Him. He longed to let 
our liberality really become Holy Spirit-led 


_ generosity. 


After hearing of the Nicaraguan earthquake, 


God challenged us to give an entire week’s 
wage as seed unto Him. People who had af- 


Pastor Jack Hamilton, Santa Maria, Ca., 


» shares his church's exciting adventure in faith. 
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firmed the seed-faith or faith-promise pri pea | 
had by now allowed this fundamental tr 
become a behavior of living trust. As ‘always 
the people who could least afford to 
like the widow of Mark 12:42. ee 

One lady, trying to maintain her household ~ 
by part-time work as a waitress, found ex 
istence almost impossible. Attempts to enro 
a training program which would enable 
be employed as a practical nurse were me 
the obstacles of the financial commi 
her family, plus the nursing program 

When the distress of the Ni 
brethren was made known and the cha’ 
came to give a 1-week paycheck for this 
ject, her check was the first to come. 
had time to experience the void of tha 
she was in the training program and 
paid to learn this new vocation. : 

A military man, looking to an approa 
retirement, was struggling to establish 
business. None of the pieces fit, but | 
mitment to give a full week’s wage was Wis . 
ning point. Immediately personne as 
available, business picked up, and sever. 
thousand dollars which had been owed fag 
almost 3 years came to him. 

Another household was always left with a 
unbalanced budget. This couple’s response was 
‘not a full week, but 10 percent extra.” 
said, ‘A full week.” 

The month following their obedience, 
funds stretched to even allow a surplus sc 
family could enjoy an outing. 

And the church had never had a Be 
financial month. To this day the faith 
multiplies itself back many fold and the jo 
giving overwhelms us. , 

The intent of this sharing is not to lo 
fingers that tightly hold a few coins. God 
many ways of financing His plans. It is the 2 
firmation of one congregation’s seasoning in 
joyful sharing the substance that Chri 
provides. a. 

The freedom from ownership has allowed’ x 
charitable posture to be had by all. Ca 
changed hands, refrigerators were given av 
gifts of food and clothing became comn 
These were not “hand-me-downs” but the best 
we had, for God would have the first-fruits. _ 

The desire we have is for all to know tha 
when the “Owner” is recognized, the “‘ser- 
vant’ can be free to redirect the owner's g ; 
according to the owner’s desire. 

The deliverance from this bondage c 
proprietorship is one of the most beau ul 
forms of Christian liberty. When each beli 
realizes that he has nothing and God owt 
freedom from things insues. The steward-n 
is distinctly a work of the Holy Spirit. V 
this is the heart outlook, hilarious 
results, God’s blessing is evident, and e 
local need is met miraculously. 
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Scriptures 
to Live by 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
FOR 1975 


Join with thousands of other 
evangelicals in this nation-wide pro- 
gram of daily Bible reading. Handy 
bookmark-size reading guides are 
available in two plans, through the 
Bible in a year or Bible reading/study 
guide. Use the form below to place 
an order for your church today. 


att 


A PROGRAM OF THE NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 


MAIL TO: 
NAE, Box 28, Wheaton, Illinois 60187 


YES, we wish to share in NAE’s Bible read- 
ing program for 1975. Please send the 
following materials in the indicated 
quantities: 


BIBLE READING/STUDY GUIDE 
—daily passages for 1975 with study guide. 


THROUGH THE BIBLE INA 
YEAR-—daily reading guide chronolog- 
ically covering the Bible in 1975. 


Price of guides, either plan: 25/$1.50 
50/$2.00 100 or more/$4.50 per 100 


——___ POSTE RS—for church bulletin 
boards and classrooms to promote your 
Bible reading program for 1975. 

12/75 cents 25/$1.25 50 or more/$2.00 
per 50 


—— PRAYER GUIDES—especially 
prepared for those interested in pray- 
ing for specific NAE ministries. Pro- 
vided free. 

Total amount enclosed $ 

NOTE: Prices include postage/handling 
NAME/CHURCH 

ADDRESS 

CITY 


STATE 
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To save your life, you lose it. 
To be first, you become last. 
To rule, you must be a servant. 
To get, you give. 

Such philosophy is beyond man, it belongs 
to the wisdom of God. But God’s laws are un- 
alterable, and they work a pattern for good to 
men who follow them. 

One of His rules, “Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.”’ also remains 
true, although totally opposed to prevailing 
philosophy. And, while many believers might 
readily agree to this sowing-and-reaping con- 
cept, they may also miss the order to it. God did 
not say, ‘’As it is given to you, give.” He calls, 
“Give first.” 

The promise is for every Christian. And the 
excitement of watching God give back to you 
as you have given can be a reality in this com- 
ing year. Seize this opportunity to let that 
happen. 

Before paying any bills, or buying anything 
for yourself of your family, prove God’s 
promise. Decide to write your first check in 
1975 for missions. Yes, even before spending 
to enjoy the blessings of last year. And make it 
a generous check for God is going to repay you 
with exactly the measurement that you use. 

Every investment in the work of God pays 
compound interest, for it brings great returns 
to the giver, and pays great dividends in 
ministry to others. 

Make your first expenditure in 1975 a true 
investment for eternity. 


“For if you give, you will get!’ 
Three things I will believe God for in 1975 
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“Your gift will return to you in full and 


overflowing measure...” 
Three things I will pray for in 1975 
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“Whatever measure you use to give — 
large or small — will be used to measure 
what is given back to you.” Luke 6:38, LB 
Three things I will do to start 1975 


LL. 
2. 


3: 


at AN 


“That They Might Know Thee” 


INTERNATIONAL FOURSQUARE CONVENTI 


’ 


2:00 Corporate Business Session 


: Season February 19 All registered delegates and ministers 
wots Council of Foursquare Men 7:15 Evening Service . 
se ae oeminat “Global. High Adventure with 
United Foursquare Women Holy Spirit’ George Otis 


“11:00 Shepherdess Luncheon Friday, February 21 


Sea ses Pec. Bee awit Paladium 9:00. Institute for Church Ministries 
College ie tix 12:00 . F.M. Luncheon (Same as Thursday) 
Se acy Rodger Young Center 11:00 Public Seminar 
3: 00 — 7:00 Registration ‘And He Gave Some Evang 
7:15 Opening Convention Service Milton W. Ellithorpe 
Peo Convention Keynote (75 2:00 Corporate Business Session 
is Donald McGregor 7:15 Evening Service 
9:00. — 10:00 Registration “Stagnation or Saturation 
Decco with. _ Thursday, February 20 Foreign Missions Presentation 
Successful industrialist, author, and | i 2:00. —. Institute for Church Ministries (ICM) Saturday, February 22 
A gamit al ~ «New Testament Church Lite Today 8:00 Alumni Breakfast 
~ ... Jack Hayford Disneyland Hotel 
Management Skills for Church 7:15 Children’s Rally 
Leaders. “Happiness is... Knowing Jesu: 
_ Gary Cooper Mary Lou Canata 
“Church Growth Studies Youth Happening 
Donald McGregor Harold Helms 
Be Recithiacie -__ New Patterns in Christian Education Sunday, February 23 
vara Messed School of ae Dorothy Jean Furlong 9:30 Sunday School 
i 4 £6 WR Old Testament Studies 11:00 Morning Worship Service 
; : Psalms — Herman Rosenberger "What the Spirit is Saying 
Prophets — William Mouer Church Today’ git’ 
New Testament Studies Jehn Holland 
EP UESARS Clarence Hall 2:30 Ordination Service 
ue Romans — Leslie Eno Dr. Rolf K. McPherson 
irs Introduction to New Testament Bac Recthaag Becice ue 
Aerereces Bie eek 0 ening Service 


James Houpt 
Monday, February 24 
9:00 Institute for Church Ministries (ICM 
(Same as Thursday) 
11:00 Public Seminar 
“Priority for World Shaping 


Vincent R. Bird 


pence instructor, L.I.F.E. Bible eae ; ; Sam Middlebrook 
‘eo Exploring New Dimensions in Giving 
Gary Baker 
Loses Counseling Update, Where Are We 
es ‘Going? 

Don Pickerill 
Developing Effective Ministries in 


y , a Music 2;00 . Corporate Business Session 
James Houpt ' Steve Cauble, John Wold 7:15 Evening Service 
aa Ministering to Youth in The Local “Things New and Old” 
Church Rod Williams 
Jim Hayford Tuesday, February 25 
The Wife and Pastoral Ministry 9:00 Institute for Church Ministries (ICM 
Maurine Pickerill, Pat (Same as Thursday) 
Middlebrook, Anna Hayford 11:00 Public Seminar 
The Church's Response “Your Financial Liberation 
; to Changing Family Structures Jerry Cook 
rahi carseat etenoeee John Bowers 2:00 Corporate Business Session 
| College 11:00 Public Seminar 7:15 Closing Service 
“Unto Him Be Glory in the Church” “If Thy Presence Go Not Wit 


Merrill E. Nicholls Paul Hackett 


Moving? Send your address change to: The Mailing Secretary, 


F O U R S Q U A R E WOR LD Foursquare World ADVANCE, 1100 Glendale Blvd., Los Angeles, Ca. 
ADVANCE ‘ eg 
1100 Glendale Boulevatd 


Los Angeles, California 90026 
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